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By JULIA CHANDLER MANZ.

Now don't you sec that it can't be done
There isn't a producer in captivity who can afford to offer a high-clas- s

entertainment at reduced prices.
When a theater announces a first-grad- e attraction and in the same breath

shouts "popular prices" just put it down, that as sure as two and two are four,
there is "a nigyrr in the woodpile," for the present cost ot producing a worth-
while drama at the hands of capable players is such as to make the mainte-
nance ot the current scale of prices in the "legitimate" houses a necessity to
the producer unless he is going to lose money.

If my opinion in this matter was confirmed before it was doubly fixed last
v eek by the first presentation in this city of "The Story of the Rosary." An-

nouncements proceeding Walter Howard's melodrama claimed a stupendous
production of a meritorious piece at the hands of gifted players. From the
ame source as this claim for the play came the offer of seats at popular

prices which instantly shut one up to the conclusion that something was
wrong somewhere, nor did it take more than the first act of the melodrama
at the Belasco last Monday evening to bring one to a solution of the problem,
lor viewed from every logical angle, "The Story of the Rosary" is a slap-
stick melodrama, written around a theme, and introducing a group
of impossible characters which are presented, in the main, with such persist-
ent lack of color that even the popular prices asked of the public to see it are
exorbitant.

Yrt Mr. Howard, who is for both the plav and its staging.
asserts that four companies are successfully presenting the piece in England,
which is certainly no flattering commentary on British taste and intelligence.

Tli.. nirrmt dramatic vear has been distinguished bv a dearth of Shake
spearean productions. William Faversham deserted the Bard of Avon at the '

end of his season's presentation of his expensive production of "Julius Cae--

sar." Margaret Anglin's artistic offerings of classic drama last season were a
nnancial failure. Sothorn and Marlowe,
upon whom we havr-- formed the habit ,d n a f of our ctes where the di-
et depending for the highest artistry mensions of stages are large,
in the classic drama, being absent from The stup,ndous affair cornea to the
Hie boards at present still further cuts thls weeK instead of to the '

down the list of Shakespearean Oder- - BelaKO through an Interchange of'
nigs this year, so that the repertoire or courteslps between the Messra. Shu- -

ix Mays or snaKespcare. n ' i" b,rt who are responsible for the pro
duction oX "Louis -- l. wnicn is v.c
work of the French dramatist. -- slmer a,.r of te National
Helavignc. which Robert B. Mantell Hippodrome revival
will present at tne iseiascu ",""L"'" the 8th of last April, the direc-uee- k.

"kely be our sole chance (f Ywgtn wnQ )s the
illinnt, iiic yicarii ctii . .
Shakespearean drama.

most elaborate conspicuous
if the Mantel revivals this season Is
King John.'1 which will he the offer-

ing tomorrow evening again on
Friday, this bring one of
great military pageants which Is sel-

dom produced because to do so entails
an enormous amount of work and ex-

pense. King John has not been seen on
the local stage since the days of Junius
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Booth Keen more
limn twenty-fiv- e years ago. In a little chat even- -

Modjeska produced the mill- - ins with the genial
tary spectacle for a short time, manager of Columbia Theater. I
dinating. however, the role King had the present status the theater
John to that Constance, a clear home to very forcibly,
dramatic one Berger just from New
destroyed the dramatic the York, he been to see what
piece. might procured the way

John is known the "manna amusements Columbia this
charter" monster the twelfth cc n- -

liny. He was superstitious, cruel, unu
physically brave, but mor-,il- y

a coward yet with it all a
man of great natural ability. He
mled in stormy times, when the first
.rack in the feudal was only
lieginning to appear. Brute force
iuled the world John was brute
force enthroned. In his book on

William Winter, dean
American dramatic critics, places Mr.
Mantell's portrayal King John as
one of foremost charactcrizatiops

the American stage.
Another fascinating character the

Mantell repertoire (which will seen
but during his week here) Is his
"Ixvuis XI." that crafty old French
monarch who set destroying the
feudal system France and cementing
the various duchies into a single grand
empire. Louis is one the celebrated
llgures history and. while as fa-

miliar to play-goe- as some of the
dramas offered In a classical repertoire.
is peculiarly Mantellian in scope and
aid be one of the tragedian's finest

characterizations
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duction, William Rapley. man--
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was made
under

presiding genius of the world's
largest playhouse, and in designing it
he is said to outdone himself in
all the big Hippodrome
has

The great Pinafore, which cre-
ated a sensation first float-
ing in its basin water which occu-
pies the entire stage, at

National this week as it was
the Hippodrome, or so it is promised.
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in substitution for a production
recalltd to New York before reaching
us.

"Conditions New-- York are
" he told me. "There are plenty

attractions available, but none of
them desirable. There is a great
dearth of meritorious plays. Many of
the York houses are kept
present inferior plays, because
little else is be and every
there is an influx Of companies recalled

the because the public is not
supporting their appearance on tour."

And Mr. Berger stated that, rather
book a below Co-

lumbia standard, the Messrs. Metxerott
prefer close the house for the cur-
rent week, except, course, for the
Burton Holmes travelogues, which wlU
occupy the F street this
evening and again tomorrow afternoon.

Izetta Jewel has been spending a
week on a motor through Virginia.
Sidney M. Hlrsch. the gifted young au-
thor of the vaudeville sketch which
she appeared the week before
is in New York arranging for furtherfir "l"lv A Ta m i rt . Yl . A

The slogan at the New . Washington Square." When this Isthis week would seem to be complished Jewel w, reauIne hcr
a real in real water, for this Is ot, work aa ,ne Htar tlle rapid-flr- e lit-Ih- e
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CURRENT WEEK.

Brlaa -- Robert Mantell.
Robert Mantell open enaaee- -

overcame many the scenic difficulties Belasco Theater tomorrow
the and designed the present j night in a in which has never

so that It might present- - before appeared in Shakes- -

neare's historical trapeHv "Win,- - Inhn "
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The drama deals with the days when
Kngland. France and Austria were merg- -

Iiik from obscure provinces Into world

war. making
particularly timely in day strug-
gling Kurope.

"Kin;; John will the ..penlng bill
.and will oe repeated Friday night. The
other plays In Mr. Mantell'a Washington
lepertoire are "Hamlet." Tuesday night:
"Romeo Wednesday after
noon: "Louis XI." Wednesday night;
"King Lear," Thursday night; "The
Merchant of Venice." Saturday afternoon
and "Macbeth" night All are
Shakespearean with the exception of
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"Louia XI." which is the work of the
French dramatist. Casimer Delavlgne

Genevieve Hamper will be seen as
Prince Arthur in "King John." and Flor-
ence Auer as Constance. Both
these young women are playing leads
with Mr. Mantell season.
Hamper, who played Cordelia In "King
lar," and Marie in "Louis XI." the last
time Mr. Mantell was here at the Belas
co. still has these roles, and In addition

be seen as Ophelia In "Hamlet."
Portia In "The Merchant of Venice," and
Juliet in "Romeo and Juliet." Juliet is a
recent addition te her repertoire. Miss
Auer plays, in addition to Lady Con-
stance, the tragic Lady Macbeth.

Fritz Lelber Is still Mr. Mantell'a lead-- ,
ing man and is said to And in Faulcon-bridg- e

in "King John" a prthy succes- -
sor to his Antony in "Julius Caesar," and

, his Iago In "Othello." Ethel Mantell.
the elghteen-year-o- daughter the

S2pageantry

Saturday

Guy IJndsley
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Miss

Genevieve Reynolds and
members the

National "PUalorr."
New York Hippodrome "production

Sullivan's "Pinafore" is to
presented at the National this

week.
When the rises on Monday

night local theater-goer- s may expect to
"real ship in water." An

- Vi

fl BBf

. 1

HOUDfVf.
KCITH'S

enormous tank will cover practically the
entire stage, it will be flooded with
three feet of water. On this, water will
fl .at a ship which will be a reproduction

the old Knglish frigate. On the wa-
ter will also float a doxen row boats
manned by sailormen and carrying the
harncters from the shore to the ship.j h Z. .1power., and Is filled with clashing of

'
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people the scene. details of the pro
duction have been personally supervised
by Arthur Voegtlin. the sponsor of the
ievi:il. He it was who designed the en-

tire production, and he it was who de-
cided that when it went on tour It should
go on as an exact duplicate ol the origi-
nal or not at all.

The principal --roles are to ,be sung by a
east possessing a grand opera training.
The Josephine will be Ruby Cutter-Savag- e,

formerly of tne Boston Opera Cora-parr- y,

and Elise Mai rette, who ha sung

in a and opera in Italy, will be the alter-
nate. The Hebe will be Natalie Ewald.
and the little Buttercup will bs Mark
Horgan. The Capt. Corcoran will be
Bertram Peacock, last season one of the
principal barytones with the Century
Opera Company, of New York; the boat-
swain will be E. Percy Parsons, long a
raemher of the Savage forces; the Ralph
Rackstraw will be Vernun Haitian, last
season --with the Century Opera Com-
pany: the. sir Joseph Porter will be Her-
bert Salinger, and the llck lieadeye will
be Albert Hart, known for hia as-

sumption of the Hopper roles in "Wan ; '

and "El Capitan."

Poll's- - "A '' Way."
"A Woman's Way." the Thompson

Buchanan comedy in which Grace George
achieved success, will be the offering of
the Poll' Players this week. This play,
written with sparkling epigrammatic dia-
logue, relates the domestic romance of
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Waldron. Waldron
has been having a quiet flirtation with
the beautiful Mrs. Verney. a rather
dashing widow. The story of his Infat-

uation leaks out after an automobile ac-

cident in which Waldron injures bis arm
The newspapers learn of the accident and
a big society scandal seems Impending
It Is oply the cleverness of Mrs. Waldron
In outwitting the reporters that facs
the family.

But Mrs. Waldron is determined that
she- - will not share her husband's affec-
tions with any other woman. If Wal-
dron is worth having he is worth light-
ing for. and she begins her campaign
She invites the handsome widow to the
Waldron country place, and there per-

mits hcr husband to draw comparisons
between Ms wife and the new flame The
little wife handles every situation with

lincsse and succeeds in making Waldron
so jealous by reviving a flirtation of her
own that by the beginning of the last act
the audience is beginning to tremble for
the happiness of the poor old "ba

husband who Is fearful that he
will lose the "one woman in all the
world" his wife. Needless tw say. he
does not lose her, and all ends well.

In the Grace George role Lillian Kern-bl- e

should enhance the highly favorable
Impression which she made upon Poli
patrons during hi r lir-- t week In Wash-
ington, and Charles Mackay will have a
thoroughly congenial part as the

Keith', -- laianlllr.
Houdlni. "The man who has baffled the

world." in his sensational escapes from
confinement of all sorts, will be the lead-
ing feature this week at the B. F. Keith
Theater, where be will present his. latest
feat, .The Chinese Water Torture Cell."
and othir feats. He will
change hia bill dally. Houdlni has aban-
doned handcuff escapes, but will prob-
ably do some packing box breakout.'.
Since here some esrs sgo he has been
thrice around the 'world. Other stellar
features forming the bill will le Bessie
Wynn. Bert French and Alice Els. Lad-
die Cli. Fred Ardath and company.
Frank Whitman. Madden and Fitspat-rick- .

Ltipeta Perea. the pipe organ
and the Hearst-Seli- g news pic-

torial.
Today the conceits will ofltr as attract-

ions Ethel BarrymoVe. ''harles Ialton
and company. Conroy and Ie Melre. Ce-

celia Wright, the Courtney sisters. Mr.
and Mrs. Gordon. Wilde. Sylvia Loyal
and company, Parillo ami Frabito. Angle
Welners and Phil Maase. and the otker
customary special offartn-- a,

Gayety " he l. olden Crooks.
The Golden Crooks extravac inxa eom-

pany is billed at the Gayeiy as this
week's attraction. Billy Arlington, the
hobo comedian fresh from has toiir of
the Knglish music halls, will be featured
in the principal role. Assisting h:m in
the cast are Frank Dobson. Catl r. T.iv-lo- r,

Ed F. Hennessey. Walter r. LaFove.
Jack Paly, and Berlin Kl.Ht. The
principal feminine members of ie coin-pa- n

are Bah," LaTour. MarguMit Daly.
and Eleanor Cockran. A cboraspf thirty
show girls render sixteen mtuie-t-l m

In the first act Walter FoyewHI
give a singing specialty. Kraric IVrh-o-

assisted by Sadie Richards, wll offer the
latest dances, ami Babe l.aTou- - and Billy
Arlington will present their specialties
In' the second act two Oatureeto be in-

troduced are the Ballet da Lure. Intro-
ducing the Hanclnu !slvs in their
"Transformation. ' "Spring Song" "Max-ixe.- "

and oth"r sonata, and lie Beau
Brummel Trio. Missis. Taylor. LaFove.
anil Hsiiajiai J" t.rc.-titim- "We Sins --

Thais All." The flcce is a mustal com-
edy if in in two a ts and fjpui scenes
Tlie l,ok a the work of Abe Letvit and
the tnus'i ai numbers and cnscmUsj were,
arranged bj James C. Fulton. Tb usual
country store will be given on Friday
eveninc

0.0.0. padcvillr.
A travelogue, by the distmgtiismd lec-

turer, F. Tennyson Neely, ccverltg the
war ouptries and show Ins; idctuies of
the European eonrlict. hiciialr.g the
Fhlar.s crossing the Mrusr. tht Ergl.sh
flee, bombarding the Belgian least 'he
fighting on the Servian frontier jand otb- -
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